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appears to have inferred) that the Secretary of State
desires to see, in the present circumstances of the
people, additional local taxation imposed upon them
for this or for any other purpose. In respect to the
abolition of the House-tax, both the Government of
India and the Secretary of State must be considered
to have adopted the view of this Government that
local taxation ought not to be increased, but rather
diminished, and that it has tended of late to press
unduly upon the agricultural population of the
country. That this view is justified by the facts
of the case I have not myself any kind of doubt;
and I shall resolutely oppose all increase of taxation
even for such a purpose as popular instruction.
Failing this resource, there is no other of any con-
siderable importance open to us except that which I
have proposed.

9. I would earnestly press for a reconsideration
of this question.

(Signed)        HOBAET.

6tk June, 1874.

I submit that the further Minutes of my honour-
able colleagues, which I have attentively read, have
left my argument in its main features unshaken.

2. My honourable colleague (Mr. Sim) observes
that the total assignment from Provincial Funds for
education is fully equal to the amount (about 11^-
lakhs) granted from Provincial Funds for roads. This,
however, is obviously no answer to my representation
that the whole amount spent in this Presidency on